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In the course of practice we are not infrequently con- 
fronted with questions something like these :—‘** How long 
do you think this defect or disease has been in existence ?”’ ; 
or, “* Do you think the trouble was present when I bought 
the animal?’*; or, ‘‘ How long do you think the animal 
has been dead ?’’ 

In the case of dead animals it may be necessary to form 
an opinion as whether certain changes occurred before or 
after death. Questions of this kind may arise from the 
mere curiosity of the questioner, but there is more likely 
to be a stronger motive. There may he a desire to 
institute proceedings for breach of warranty, for cruelty, 
or it may be a matter of assessing the amount of damage 
for insurance purposes. 

I had a little difficulty in deciding what title to give 
this paper, for at the most it could only deal in butterfly 
fashion with a few aspects of the subject. It was for 
this reason that I eventually fixed on the title ‘‘ A few 
Items in connection with Disease and Injury considered 
from the standpoint of Jurisprudence.’"” To me, _ the 
answers to queries as to the time factor in accident and 
disease often present very great difficulties, and if my 
personal position represents that of the average practitioner, 
then no apology is necessary for an attempt to provoke 
discussion on the matter. It is therefore my lack of know- 
ledge, and not the abundance of it, which has emboldened 
me to risk the bricks, verbal or actual, which may come 
my way, as the result of this effort. 

No claim is made for originality in the production of the 
paper. Very free use has been made of the available 
literature, and particularly of Taylor’s ‘‘ Principles and 
Practice of Medical Jurisprudence,’’ from which long ex- 
tracts have been made verbatim. 

There are, of course, interpolations of mine, but the 
paper is mainly a collection of material from text books, 
and from correspondence with several gentlemen whose 
names will be referred to later. The need for this kind 
of information may not happen often, but when it does, 
an inaccurate opinion may lead us into an awkward posi- 
tion, or cause injustice to the parties concerned. 

Experience and careful observation will tend to increase 
the accuracy, or decrease the inaccuracy, of our opinions, 
but the reference made to medical practitioners by Taylor, 
in the work referred to above, applies with some force to 
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us. He says ‘* Neither in his original training, nor in the 
ordinary performance of his professional duties, which are 
concerned with the living only, does the average general 
practitioner get sufficient opportunity for the study of the 
complexities and revelations yielded by the post-mortem 
examination of the dead body, and still less for drawing 
inferences from the post-mortem findings,’”? and again 
‘*“ there are many points which require long experience for 
their recognition and elucidation.’’ He goes on to point 
out, among other things, the difficulty associated with 
distinguishing meningitis from a simple distension of the 
meningeal veins, or between the early stages of a pneu- 
monia and simple hypostasis of the lung. Although I do 
not assert it, I think it is highly probable that the average 
veterinary surgeon makes more post-mortem examinations 
than the average medical practitioner, but, judging from 
published reports, it would appear that we are, sometimes, 
inclined to be a little too dogmatic, or to be too ready to 
jump to conclusions. In the case of those infectious diseases 
the incubation period of which has been worked out with 
reasonable accuracy, it is probably fair to say that infection 
is unlikely to have taken place more than so many hours, 
days or weeks before the onset of symptoms, bearing in 
mind, what I think is correct, that in the case of experi- 
mental inoculation, the incubation period may easily be 
shorter than in cases of natural infection. But when the 
disease has been in existence for some little time, it is 
likely to be more difficult to say how long it has been there, 
either in the living subject or at a post-mortem examination. 


POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS FOR MEDICO-LEGAL PURPOSES. 


It goes without saying that notes should be made on the 
spot, and careful notes as to identity should be recorded. 
The date and time should, of course, be recorded. We should 
not be satisfied until we have examined the three cavities— 
head, thorax and abdomen. , 

An external inspection, often rendered very difficult owing 
to the presence of mud, etc., should include a search for 
marks of various kinds. They may not be fatal in them- 
selves, but they may throw light on those that were fatal. 

There may be marks of abrasions or burns, some clue 
may be afforded by an examination of the mouth, and so on. 

There may be fractures, shot wounds or stabs of various 
kinds. In animals with skins approaching white, various 
colorations may be present, and care must be taken not to 
mistake bruises for hypostases. We must be cautious not 
to mistake putrefaction for ante-mortem gangrene. It may 
be difficult to do this, but pus and signs of inflammation 
around a wound are not caused by putrefactive changes. 
As to the cranial cavity, it is probably not a matter of great 
consequence to us in any case, but it has been advised that 
it should be examined before opening the thorax and 
abdomen. The idea is that there is a better chance of 
examining the intra-cranial venous channels as regards 
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their fulness of contents before they have an opportunity 
of emptying themselves through a cut vena cava or jugular. 

We must bear in mind the fact that it is rarely too late 
to make a_ post-mortem examination. The external 
appearances of putrefaction are often far in advance of 
changes in the organs. 

Bones, teeth and hair are practically indestructible by 
simple decomposition. Foreign bodies, such as wire or shot, 
may be found. Arsenical poisoning may lead to preserva- 
tion. 

The rate of decomposition depends on many things—the 
cause of death, the stomach and intestinal contents, the 
temperature, and, if buried, the kind of ground the carcass 
is buried in. 

Pigs may often be dug up several weeks after burial, 
and a very useful opinion may be formed as to the presence 
or otherwise of swine fever lesions. 

Pigs dying in the summer, or the subjects of emer- 
gency slaughter, especially if not immediately freed from 
the abdominal viscera, may be green in the abdominal 
region in less than a dozen hours. 

Colonel Young, to whom I am indebted for much in- 
formation, tells me he has seen the carcasses of lambs 
killed during hot sultry weather, e.g., thundery weather, 
direct off grass, turn green in less than an hour after 
being dressed. 

It is, I suppose, common knowledge that sheep from 
which the viscera have not been removed, if left about 
48 hours in the summer, can have the wool pulled off 
quite easily. 

Pigs, even in the winter, lying dead in styes may show 
on their abdomens what looks like a sloughing surface, 
but which is actually a post-mortem change—within 48 
hours. 

Colour Changes.—With regard to colour changes in the 
skin of slaughtered pigs, I am under an obligation to 
Professor Gofton, who was good enough to write me in 
connection with this and some other matters to be re- 
ferred to later. He says “‘ So far as the skin of pigs 
is concerned, discoloration arising from swine fever and 
erysipelas is obvious on completion of dressing. On 
drying and hanging, the skin of a pig undergoes a gradual 
change in colour which generally reaches its maximum 
in about 48 hours after slaughter, the skin taking on a 
brownish or bronze tinge. The colouring of the skin 
coloration takes place more rapidly in sharp, dry, frosty 
weather. This coloration is quite different from that due 
to jaundice. The jaundice discoloration is manifest on 
slaughter and generally becomes intensified during the 
following 24 to 48 hours. 

Hypostases are discoloured patches which vary in colour 
from slaty-blue or reddish or dark black in the early 
stages to a bright red, coppery or green, when decom- 
position has advanced. 

Care must be taken not to mistake them for injuries. 

They are not easily seen in all our animals, but they may 
be observed in white pigs, many dogs, on some parts of 
certain horses and cattle, and on sheep. 

They usually appear within a few hours (three to twelve). 

They are at first patchy, but later coalesce in about 24 
hours. 

They form in the most dependent parts, owing to the 
fact that while the blood is still liquid, or when it has 


liquefied again as the result of putrefaction, it sinks to 
the lowest parts, 

They may be mistaken for bruises, from which, provided 
putrefaction has not too far advanced, they may be distin- 
guished as follows :— 

Bruises are below the epidermis in the true skin in 
small bruises or extravasations, below this in larger ones, 
and often much deeper still. The reason is that the epi- 
dermis has no blood vessels to be ruptured. In_ bruises 


' again, the cuticle will probably be abraded by the same 


violence that produced the bruise. 

A hypostasis occurs in the epidermis or in the cutis, as 
a simple stain or a showing through the epidermis of 
underlying gorged capillaries. Here the cuticle is not 
abraded, because the hypostasis is a mere sinking of the 
blood, and therefore there is no reason for abrasion. 
(Taylor.) 

Bruises appear at the seat of or surrounding the in- 
jury. This may or may not be a dependent part. A hypo- 
stasis is always in a part which for the time of formation 
is dependent. 

The edges of a bruise are not sharply defined, because 
the extravasated blood soaks irregularly beyond the actual 
source of extravasation along the lines of least resistance. 

The edges of a hypostasis are sharply defined, simply 
because they represent the level of fluid still contained 
in the vessels. Bruises are often elevated. Hypostases are 
not. Incisions into bruises show blood outside the vessels, 
while incisions into hypostases show the blood still in the 
vessels ; and if any oozing occurs drops can be seen issuing 
from the cut mouths of the vessels. The colour of a bruise 
is variegated; this is only true of bruises that are some 
days old, or at least one day. 

The colour of a hypostasis is uniform. 

If the bruised part rests on a stone or other prominence, 
the surface of contact may be a little lighter than the rest 
of the bruise, but will not be white. (Taylor.) 

In the case of hypostases, very slight pressure will obli- 
terate the lumen of venules and capillaries, and so pre- 
vent the entrance of blood. Hence white lines are pro- 
duced, and on pigs one frequently sees the pattern of the 
bedding on which the animal is found, Marks of violence 
are thus sometimes simulated. 

Hypostases also occur in the viscera, and may be mis- 
taken for a congestion occurring during life, or for one 
that has been the actual cause of death. For instance, in 
the dependent parts of the lung hypostasis is always found, 
and may be mistaken for the early stages of pneumonia. 

The diminished resistance offered to penetration of the 
fin zer through the substance of the lung is the most reliable 
difference. 

In dependent parts of the stomach and intestines hypo- 
stasis again is liable to be mistaken for inflammation. In 
the absence of definite lymph on the peritoneal surface, or 
pus, or actual hemorrhage, the best distinguishing feature 
lies in the fact that on stretching the viscus the continuous 
black lines (the veins filled with blood) will break up into 
isolated lengths, with gaps between them, if the condition 
is merely one of hypostasis ; they will remain unbroken if 
inflammation is present. 

There are some other colour changes which are frequently 
found in organs which lie close to the liver—the kidney, 
stomach and duodenum—owing to the fact that the colour- 
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ing matter of bile very easily permeates the tissues. These 
must not be mistaken for signs of inflammation or of putre- 
faction. If inflammation be present either pus or lymph will 
be found, the latter leading to sticky adhesions, or at least 
to a loss of lustre of the peritoneum. In putrefaction the 
viscera become softer and greasy to the touch; they even- 
tually seem to melt into a more or less continuous stinking 
mass. (Taylor.) 

Surface Wounds.—Returning for a moment to the outside 
of the animal, we may be asked the question ** Could this 
weapon or implement have inflicted the wound ?’’ 

It has to be borne in mind that the skin is elastic, and 
during life it is slightly on the stretch in all directions 
parallel to its surface. . 

It follows that in punctures with a Blunt instrument, 
the hole must as a rule be a little smaller than the dia- 
meter of the weapon, for the skin yields by stretching with- 
out tearing round the actual breach of continuity. If the 
weapon be sharp at its point but blunt elsewhere the in- 
equality may be even greater between the orifice and the 
weapon. 

Similarly, in incised wounds the tension will draw the 
edges apart, so that the aperture has no relation at ail 
to the width of the cutting edge. 

A stab with a double-edged weapon may show a complete 
diamond-shaped aperture, while one with a single cutting 
edge and a blunt back may show a half diamond. 

The skin is movable on the subcutaneous tissues; it is 
flexible, fairly tough, somewhat sticky, and often hair 
covered. When an edged weapon is drawn across it, we 
may see several cuts from one slash, separated from one 
another by bridges of uncut skin. 

Glass, earthenware, sharp flints, etc., usually produce 
lacerated wounds with jagged and very uneven edges ; but, 
on the other hand, it must be remembered that the actual 
edge of a piece of glass is probably sharper than the sharp- 
est of knives. It is therefore exceedingly difficult, if not 
impossible, to distinguish by the mere cleanness of the 
edge of an individal cut, between a cut thus produced, and 
one produced by a knife. It is the little side-cuts produced 
by fragments of the glass that will chiefly throw light on 
the nature of the wounding object, unless it happen that 
fragments of the glass or pot are found in the wound. 

As to contused wounds, although their position may help, 
it is often impossible to say whether the wound has resulted 
from the use of a weapon or a fall against some hard 
surface. 

As to bruises, it is often very difficult to say what may 
have caused them. 


A bruise may correspond with the shape of the bruising 


violence or implement. 

Frequently in bruises beneath the skin, there is no relation 
between the shape and size of the bruise and the object 
producing it or the amount of violence used. 

There may be deep effusions of blood without any visible 
(from without) bruise whatever. 

Bruises may appear some distance from the seat of 
fractures. 

Scars.—A scar in the skin is the fibrous tissue which 
joins the cut surfaces of the corium, covered with a few 
layers of epithelium. 

Neither the pigment layer, the sweat glands nor the 
sebaceous glands are reproduced. 
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Although slight punctures of the surface of the cutis 
may leave no trace after a few weeks, any wound which 
actually causes a breach of the continuity of the substance 
of the true skin inevitably leaves a scar. The same state- 
ment holds good for wounds of the internal organs. 

What is the time required for the process to be completed ? 
This necessarily depends largely on the size, nature and 
cleanliness of the wound. 

In clean incised wounds, such as those made surgically 
and kept aseptic, the edges are usually firmly united in 
from five to eight days, and a definite red scar is formed 
in under a fortnight. 

In the case of wounds which have suppurated, depend- 
ing on how successful treatment has been, the time 
occupied is quite indefinite; it may be anything from a 
week or two to two or three months. In small accidental 
wounds a scab may be expected in 36 to 48 hours, and if 
on removal of this some granulation tissue be found, or 
attempts at scarring, it can safely be said the wound was 
inflicted at least four or five days previously. 

In larger ragged wounds, involving many structures, 
caused by considerable violence, no appreciable amount of 
granulation tissue will be found under a week, and no real 
scar for two or three weeks. 

The age and health of the wounded animal no doubt 
have an influence on these averages, but not always in the 
expected direction. 

How old is a given scar? When first formed, a sear 
looks reddish and angry, and is tender. After the second 
week it tends to contract. By this contraction the capil- 
laries of the scar are narrowed and some of them 
obliterated, hence scars which are at first red or blue 
become gradually whiter, smaller, thicker, more shining 
and less sensitive, but there are such wide variations in the 
time taken to produce these changes that even averages 
are of no use beyond this, that in about two months a 
scar acquires those permanent characters by which its 
individuality will be known during the life of its bearer. 

It has to be borne in mind that in a few cases scars 
appear to become inflamed many years after their forma- 
tion, and in some, instead of undergoing the usual shrink- 
ing, there may be a progressive formation of fibrous tissue 
—in other words, the formation of a new growth. 

Such scars are sometimes Seen as the result of burns. 

Should there be a doubt as to the presence or absence 
of a sear or tattoo, it is a useful plan to rub the part well 
with the hand so as to excite the circulation into greater 
activity ; by this means we are able to get a stronger con- 
trast between the natural and the adventitious colour of 
the spot. A low power lens will help in doubtful cases. 
(Taylor.) 

Fractures.—We are unlikely to be asked whether a frac- 
ture occurred before or after death, but in passing it may 
be worth mentioning that it is by no means easy to say 
whether a fracture took place immediately before or just 
after death. 

A fracture caused 10 or 12 hours before death would be 
indicated by a copious effusion of blood into the surround- 
ing parts. 

Fractures occurring several hours after death, when the 
body is cold, are not accompanied by effusion of blood. 

How long has a bone been fractured? No satisfactory 
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data are available if we except the extremes of the process 
of repair. 

In young animals bones are likely to unite more rapidly 
than in old animals, but in diseased or unhealthy animals, 
or in those in which treatment is unsuccessful for a variety 
of reasons, healing may be slow or may not take place 
at all. 

In a general way, we may say, taking a simple trans- 
verse fracture of a long bone, that the new tissue is fairly 
firm in seven or eight days; it is then termed the callus 
and may be distinguished by the fingers as a spindle-shaped 
swelling. 

The callus may be expected to have a cartilaginous 
structure in 16 to 25 days, and to be ossified in from three 
weeks to three months. It requires a period of from 
six to eight months for the callus to acquire all the hardness 
and strength of the original bone. (Taylor.) 


How Long has an Animal been Dead? 


Both in animals found dead, and in those killed and 
dressed in slaughter houses, this is a question which can 
scarcely be answered with anything approaching definite- 
ness. 

In human medicine, as you know, many observations 
have been made as to the rate at which the corpse cools. 
It has been assumed that the human body cools at about 
1-6° F. per hour, but the rate of cooling is nearly propor- 
tional to the difference of temperature between the body 
and the surrounding medium, so that the rate of cooling 
becomes slower as its temperature approximates to that 
of the surrounding air. It has been said that the rate 
per hour is probably 1-8° F. for the first 12 hours. (Smith.) 

The few observations I have made on animals do not help. 
Pigs lying dead in styes may have temperatures of 100 to 
100-2 F., 24 luwurs after death. The complicating factors in 
this connection are increased by the fact that when death 
takes place the temperature may do one of three things. 
It may at once begin to fall, it may commence to rise, 
or it may continue to rise. 

The onset of rigor mortis does not help much. Varia- 
tions in the onset of rigor mortis are influenced by many 
things and, in reply to some queries, Professor Gofton 
wrote me as follows :— 

“* Under slaughter house conditions it is always slow 
in commencing in warm muggy weather, with a mgisture- 
saturated atmosphere. It sets in more quickly on a sharp 
dry frosty day. It is not possible to state precisely minimum 
or maximum times, nor is it possible to specify times 
within which rigor mortis will disappear. This is influenced 
again by weather conditions and by the conditions to which 
the meat is subjected. Transport, for instance, by road 
or rail, seems to influence its passing off more rapidly 
than would occur in the case of a carcass hanging in a 
shop or store. 

So far as choking is concerned, as a rule the carcass 
looks exceedingly well, but, speaking generally, the carcass 
of a choked animal goes off colour very rapidly. 
Rigor mortis passes off quickly, and at the end of 24 hours 
the carcass very often is soft, flabby, and has lost all its 
bloom. Such a carcass has very poor keeping properties 
and if, after slaughter, there has been delay in eviscerating 
the animal, discoloration of the peritoneum is usually 
obvious in 12 to 24 hours after slaughter.’ 


In connection with the duration of rigor mortis, Professor 
Gofton, after indicating that the disease factor may be 
in operation, says he has seen carcasses condemned on 
account of tuberculosis quite firm and set in winter, at 
the end of a week, if left hanging. 

In the same connection, Colonel T. D. Young very kindly 
replied at length to a number of queries. 

As to the commencement of rigor mortis, he points out 
that it has been stated that slight rigor mortis may appear 
in living muscle, and that in the ordinary way ‘‘ the more 
healthy and vigorous the muscles are at the time of 
death, the longer the time before rigor supervenes, while, 
in exhausted muscles, the condition may appear in 10 to 
15 minutes, and in fact may be evanescent. In some 
conditions such as hydamia, septicemia, swine fever and 
swine erysipelas, etc., it may not be observed. It may 
persist from one to several days. The persistence of rigor 
mortis depends on so many things that its presence or 
absence is not a very useful guide as to how long an 
animal has been dead, and Colonel Young refers to the 
statement made by Ostertag to the effect that the type of 
food supplied to the animals appears to have some influence 
on the persistence ; for example, milk, barley, potatoes and 
maize are supposed to lead up to a longer persistence than 
when animals are fed on grass. 

Young mentions the fact that horse flesh never sets so 
firmly as beef, and suggests that this may be due to the 
greater amount of glycogen in horse flesh—this in view 
of a recent publication by Hoet and Marks, who state 
that *‘ our observations strongly suggest that absence of 
glycogen is the determining factor of the precipitate rigor 
which came to our notice.’ The fact that a starved animal 
shows rigor much sooner than one which has been fed, 
was also known to Claude Bernard, 

Yonug boils it down to this, ‘‘The fatter an animal an« 
the more blood left in the carcass, the quicker the latter 
decomposes. The more bacilli in the digestive tract, the 
more undigested food present, plus the high external or 
atmospheric temperature, the quicker the decomposition 
and its evidence, e.g., ballooning of the uneviscerated car- 
cass, and the appearance of the green colour which grad- 
ually becomes darker the longer the time that elapses 
after death.” 


SPECIFIED DISEASES. 


I am afraid I may be already straining your patience, 
but there are one or two specific diseases to which I would 
like to refer :— 

Swine Fever.—As long as we have to base our diagnosis 
on the discovery of the swine fever ulcer, it is of import- 
ance to know what is likely to be the time an ulcer takes 
to form. The late Sir Stewart Stockman told me that he 
had seen swine fever ulcers develop eight days after inocula- 
tion. On the other hand, he had seen cases which went on 
for nearly twice that period without typical ulcers having 
developed, and he had seen animals die eight days after 
inoculation without any ulcers having developed in the 
intestine. He was not prepared to say that ulcers could 
not develop in less than eight days. The point is, how- 
ever, that they can develop in eight days. 

Liver FLUKE INFESTATION.—How soon can sheep show 
symptoms of liver fluke after exposure to infection? For 
the reply to this query I am under great obligation to 
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Dr. Montgomerie, of the University College of North Wales. 
He says: “‘ I should say that the shortest time in which 
sheep will show symptoms is about one month after infesta- 
tion with the liver fluke. You realise at once that much 
depends upon the number of cysts ingested. I am taking 
the cases where very, very, many are ingested, and an 
acute outbreak follows. I do not think the appearance 
of clinical symptoms is a safe measure of the duration of 
infestation, and would suggest that you emphasise that 
point in your address. Much better evidence is to be ob- 
tained by post-mortem examination. Then the actual stage 
of development of the flukes, provided the infestation is 
of less than, say, 12 week’s duration, would be excellent 
evidence. One must, however, remember that individual 
flukes from a batch of cysts ingested at {he same time grow 
and develop at markedly different rates. The bulk of 
the flukes would be taken as a whole, and the group, for 
size and development, which was largest, would suggest 
the ‘‘ age ’’ of the infestation. In the case in which almost 
all the flukes were mature—a state likely 3} and more 
months after infestation—an opinion would have to be 
based upon the nature of the changes evident in the liver. 

** To illustrate my point about the unsafe nature of the 
appearance of symptoms as a means of determining the 
age of infestation, I have known sheep certainly infested 
not later than March to come down with clinical symptoms 
only in the following October. On the other hand, I have 
seen sheep infested in the latter half of September showing 
symptoms of fluke infestation before November was out. 

“With the average infestation two to three months 
usually elapse before symptoms are seen. Much, of course, 
also depends upon the food available to the sheep.”’ 

As to cattle, Montgomerie leans to the view that cattle 
tolerate infestation much better than sheep. He_ points 
out that it is far from uncommon to find the livers of 
bullocks which have never shown any sign of fluke infesta- 
tion, showing marked evidence of fluke infestation although 
very often actual flukes are absent. He thinks that even 
in the more acute cases of fluke in cattle, which he has 
seen, the animals had been infested some three months 
previous to the appearance of obvious signs of infestation, 
and more often, that at least four months had elapsed. 

Joune’s Disease.—It is difficult to say what is the short- 
est time in which an animal will show symptoms of this 
disease. We know that months or even vears are believed 
to pass in some cases before the animal breaks down. We 
know the age at which we see the largest number of cases, 
vis., at the first or second calf—but that is no certain 
guide as to the incubation period. The youngest age at 
which an animal shows symptoms is also not a certain 
guide, but I think Lyle Stewart said he had seen the 
disease in an animal seven months old, and Major Dunkin 
recently told me that he has a five-months-old Guernsey calf 
which has reacted to the Johnin test but which did not 
react to the tuberculin test. The animal had not been 
slaughtered on February 19th last, but Dunkin said it had 
the appearance of a case of the disease. 

It would appear, therefore, that the disease can incubate 
in seven months and probably in five months. 

TuBERCULOSIS.—How soon after infection with the causal 
organism will a bovine animal react to the tuberculin test? 

This varies in accordance, among other things, with 
the mode of infection, but in experimental cases, carried 


out by Nocard and Rossignol, after infection by way of 
the digestive tract the first positive reactions occurred 
from the 32nd to the 48th day, while the English Com- 
mission (Royal Agricultural Society) found them from the 
eighth to the fifteenth day. 

Following infection by inhalation, the reaction appeared 
between the 19th and 32nd day. After introduction of 
the virus into the udder by means of a milking tube, it 
was positive on the 13th day (Nocard) and after sub- 
cutaneous inoculation, from the 8th to the 15th day (English 
Commission). (Quoted from Calmette.) 

The Age of Lesions of Tuberculosis.—For the information 
on this subject I am much indebted to Sir John McFadyean, 
who wrote me as follows :—*S In cases of experimental in- 
fection of animals by intravenous injection of tubercle 
bacilli, the resulting lesions are not with certainty recog- 
nisable with the naked eye in less than three weeks. In 
natural cases I think distinctly macroscopic lesions are 
likely to be older than three weeks. Much depends on the 
organ or tissue. In lymphatic glands the lesions are gener- 
ally not recognisable with the naked eye until caseation has 
begun, and that may not be till six weeks or more after 
the tubercle started. Recognisably gritty lesions may safely 
be regarded as 50 or 60 days old. 1 think * grapes *’ on 
the pleura or peritoneum would indicate that at least 
several months had elapsed since infection. Any attempt 
to give absolute precision to any of these dates would, in 
my opinion, be absurd.” 

CONTAGIOUS ABORTION IN Cows.—It is possible for cows 
to abort, after the injection of pure cultures of Bang’s 
bacillus into the vagina, in a period of 5} to 10 weeks, 
as was demonstrated by Bang and subsequent observers. 

I do not know what is the shortest incubation period 
following the ingestion of Bang’s bacillus, but if a case 
of abortion comes up for consideration, it would in’ any 
case be difficult to know what was the port of entry of 
the causal organism. 

Following abortion the bacilli are eliminated with the 
discharges, so that usually after three weeks they can no 
longer be demonstrated in the uterine cavity (Schroeder, 
Robinson, McFadyean and Edwards); only in one instance 
were they found after 51 days. 

In cases of dispute it is not always easy to say whether 
an animal has aborted or calved at full term. 

In spite of her being infe@ted with the abortion bacillus, 
I assume that a cow can calve at full time. The fact that 
her blood is positive to the agglutination test would appear 
not to settle the question. She may have aborted or she 
may not, and she may be a vaccinated animal. All’ we 
can say, apparently, is that she is affected, or has been, 
with Bang’s bacillus. 

In some cases, where the seller swears the calf is that 
of the cow under suspicion, support may come from the 
fact that the calf is not the age that it would be if it 
were born on the date sworn. 

If the calf’s incisor teeth are well up, and three molars 
on each side of the upper and lower jaws are well up, 
the calf is likely to be near enough to a month old. 1 
say well up, because we all know that the points or edges 
of some or all of these teeth are through at birth, in 
full time calves, and some of them not infrequently in 
eight months calves or a little over that. On the average, 
however, I think Ostertag is not far wrong when he says 
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‘* the eruption of the corner teeth occurs during the first 
week after birth. In exceptional cases, however, this may 
occur later . . . . After 20 days, the two corners are 
the only incisors not completely free from the gums.” 

Additional evidence as to the age of a calf may be forth- 
coming from the state of the navel. At four or five days 
old the navel string becomes dry and black, unless it is 
infected with pyogenic organisms, in which case it may still 
be moist and discharging. 

In the ordinary way, unless it has broken off flush at 
birth, the dried up string drops off in a fortnight. 

Healing and cicatrisation of the navel wound follow 
within the next two or three weeks, while the navel retrac- 
tion takes place after the fourth week. (Ostertag.) 

The indication of the formation of the horns on the 
frontal bones appears, according to Gerlach, as follows :— 
The thickening of the epidermis begins at the end of the 
second week, and at the end of the third week a hard 
epidermal swelling is seen. 

1 have touched only on the fringe of the subject, but 
if I have only succeeded in calling a little extra attention 
to the points mentioned, I am satisfied. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. H. K. Roperts, opening the discussion, said that 
he objected to giving an answer “on the spur of the 
moment ’’ when the answer might be used for another 
purpose. He thought there was no doubt that veterinary 
practitioners made more post-mortems than medical men, 
although he did not think they made enough. In making 
a post-mortem they should always note the position of the 
animal, if it had not been moved. They should also 
skin it entirely, otherwise many things might be missed. 
Many animals could be skinned quite easily two or three 
hours after death. He had heard complaints of butchers 
regarding the yellow coloration of the flesh of slaughtered 
sheep and he confessed he could not tell the cause; the 
butchers did not know. He thought there was little to 
discuss regarding bruises and hypostases. Those were 
questions of fact, although there were many borderline 
cases. He always imagined he could detect ante-mortem 
gangrene by the smell. To be honest, he had to admit 
that he sometimes experienced difficulty in deciding between 
putridity and disease with regard to livers and kidneys, 
especially in sheep. As to fractures, he knew a_ case 


of a four-months-old puppy that had a fracture of the | 


femur. There was no great displacement, but within 
six or eight days he could feel the cartilaginous structure 
and the puppy was running about. Rigor mortis was not 
much of a guide as to how long an animal had been dead. 
Food, he thought, influenced rigor mortis more than they 
knew. In cases of swine fever, he was always pleased 
if he could find an ulcer in eight days. If they could 
diagnose the disease without an ulcer it would save a 
good many journeys. He knew of a case in which 40 pigs, 
which had been ill for a week, were opened without an 
ulcer being found. The next journey, however, proved 
the existence of the disease. A difficulty regarding fluke 
was to know when the animals were first infested. He 
had seen cases, apparently affected in September, break 
down and show acute symptoms in, November, while some 
sheep on neighbouring farms, apparently affected at the 
same time, did not show symptoms until the following 
February. No doubt, food influenced the matter to a 
large extent. Farmers were wary of patent medicines ; 
they would not have them and they relied on good food 
in order to keep things going. They had met with success 
in many cases. He had always looked upon grapes 
as a sign of chronic tuberculosis and he thought it should 
be possible, from calves killed in public slaughter houses, 
to get some information as to when “ grapes *’ did appear. 

The Presipent (Major Fyrth) said he had hoped that 
Mr. Motton would have referred to lightning. 


Mr. G. D. Lanstey interposed to observe that Mr. Motton 
had previously given a paper on that subject. 

The PRresipent observed that he was sorry he did not 
hear it. They were frequently called upon to see animals 
supposed to be killed by lightning. If Mr. Motton was 
called to inspect dark Devon cattle supposed to be killed 
by lightning and could not find any external signs, would 
he take a blood smear and examine it under the sixth 
objective? He (Major Fyrth) had seen Dorset lambs in 
the slaughter house with pronounced liver fluke, yet they 
had shown no signs of being infested. 

Mr. C. Masson said that many farmers had an idea that 
hedge-hogs bite the ends of teats. 

The PresipEnt, replying to a question as to what he 
found under the sixth objective, said ‘* blood corpuscles, 
distinctly crenated.”’ 

Major W. W. Wrictit said that a question often asked 
in court was whether a horse affected with anchlyosis was 
suffering pain, or whether the lameness was mechanical. 
He would like to know from Mr. Motton how to differen- 
tiate between the two. 

Mr. Morton, replying to the discussion, said that there 
was a peculiar yellow coloration in the fat of some sheep. 
He did not think the cause was known. It was unsightly, 
but apparently was not harmful if the fat were consumed 
by man. 

The first thing in connection with the investigation of 
deaths alleged to be caused by lightning, was to make sure 
that there had been lightning. He would not rely on 
microscopic examination of the blood; there was no diag- 
nostic blood change. 

He knew of no one who had seen a hedge-hog bite a 
cow, and until he did he would not accept it. 

Re Major Wright’s query as to pain in connection with 
anchylosis, he thought Benches would be very shy of 
believing that there was no pain in many cases. If an 
animal improved with “ going,’’ or became worse as the 
result of work, or if the animal “ pointed,’’ he thought 
there must be pain at some period. If the trouble was 
low down and the animal improved as the result of injecting 
cocaine over the plantar nerves, he thought that also was 
evidence that the lameness was associated with pain. 


London Van Horse Parade. 


A Recorp Enrry. 

“The London Van Horse Parade in the Inner Circle 
of Regent’s Park is one of the most popular of Easter 
Monday spectacles, and yesterday’s, the 22nd of the 
series, was declared by the judges to be the most successful 
that has been held in regard to the number of horses 
entered, their condition, and the assembly of holiday-makers 
to see it,’’ says The Times of April 22nd. j 

“The primary objects of the London Van Horse Parade 
Society are the improvement of the general condition and 
treatment of van and light draught horses; and the parade 
is held to encourage those in charge of the horses to take 
a humane and intelligent interest in their well-being by 
awarding prizes, badges, and certificates. In 1904, at the 
first parade, there were 152 entries. Yesterday the entries 
were 651, as compared with 610 last year. The single-horse 
vans numbered 546, the pair-horse vans 96, and there were 
also nine barge horses. The type of horse exhibited was 
naturally varied. The majority of them are engaged in a 
local area, with short journeys “and frequent stops, for 
which purpose the horse is regarded as still the cheapest 
and most economical form of transport. The vans in the 
parade included 105 dairymen’s, 87 general carriers’, 67 
provision dealers’, 61 greengrocers’, 54 bakers’, 46 laun- 
dries’, 33 large retail stores’, and 43 railway vans. 

“The prizes were distributed by the Lord Mavor of 
London, who attended in State, accompanied by the Lady 
Mayoress. The Sheriffs, Alderman W. P. Neal and Mr. 
F. H. Bowater, and their wives were also present. The 
number of first-class awards was 593 (15s. for single-horse 
vans and £1 for pair-horse vans, with a red rosette in 
each case); the number of second-class awards was 45 
(7s. Gd. and 10s., with a blue rosette in each case). 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 


Ophthalmia Neonatorum in Pekingese 
Puppies. 


By N. G. Michie, M.R.C.V.S., 


Liverpool. 


Case No, 1. 

On June 10th, 1929, I attended a Pekingese bitch, 
“ Chin,’’ aged 2 years 3 months, suffering from a mucoid 
discharge from the vulva, accompanied by intense irrita- 
tion and continual licking and rubbing of the perineal 
region along the ground. This condition had been present 
for about two weeks. She was due to whelp on June 14th, 
and, as is the usual custom with this client, the bitch 
was brought into hospital for parturition. The appetite 
was good and the symptoms continued. 

On June 14th she gave birth to three dogs and one bitch 
and, ** Chin’ and her pups being healthy, they were 
returned to their owner. 

On June 17th the owner rang up to say that all the 
pups were discharging from the eyes and, on arrival, 
I found that a pustular discharge was, in every case, 
exuding through a pin-hole aperture near the inner canthus 
of each eye. The owner had noticed only slight enlarge- 
ment of the eyelids the previous afternoon. The pups 
were healthy otherwise and suckling and the bitch had 
plenty of milk. 

Treatment.—I advocated the necessity for keeping the 
orifices open by applying warm boracie packs every two 
hours. 

Results.—The discharge ceased in all cases on or about 
the twelfth day after parturition and the eyes opened 
completely a few days later. In no case could I detect any 

mal-effects, Three weeks after parturition the bitch 
developed an abscess in the groin which, on rupturing, 
soon cleared up. 

Case No. 2. 

On February 27th, 1930, the bitch ** Chin "’ and another 
bitch ** Noni ’’ from the same kennels were brought into 
hospital for parturition. ‘* Noni’? was 16 months old 
and related to Chin,’’ the sire of both being well- 
known stud dog from anotheg kennels. This was ‘Noni’s”’ 
first mating and the same stud dog from an_ outside 
kennels was used for both bitches. 

On March 3rd ** Chin” gave birth to five pups, two 
being dead at birth and affected with cleft palate and hair 
lip. This time ‘‘ Chin’? had no discharge or irritation 
prior to parturition. ‘* Noni ’’? showed symptoms of great 
excitement, licking, continual rubbing of the perineal 
region along the ground, and mucoid discharge from the 
vulva. This had been noticed for a few weeks previously. 
She was due on March 5th but it was not until two days 
later, after an injection of pituitrin, that she commenced 


to strain. The first pup was dead, but after further in- 


jections three pups were born alive. The great excitement 
evidenced by the bitch prior to parturition consisted of 
continual yapping,’’ despite bromides, day and night, 
but directly after parturition this ceased. 

On March 12th I was called in and found ‘ Noni’s 
three pups to be showing noticeable swelling of the eyelids, 
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especially in one pup. On tapping. the conjunctival swel- 
lings only in one case could | find pus, and in this case 
I lanced open both eyelids. The pus was thick and yellow- 
tinged. ‘* Noni ’’ herself was vomiting and off food but 
after a few chlorotone capsules she came all right. The 
pups were otherwise healthy and suckling. 

Treatment.—This consisted of warm boracie packs every 
two hours and, in the case of the pup I had lanced, alter- 
nated with Neo-protosil. 

On March 14th the congestion of the eyes had been re- 
duced, and the eyes of the lanced pup were fairly wide 
open and no discharge had been noticed since the lancing. 
** Noni"? was doing very well. 

On March 21st | found the eyes all open and normal 
except in one pup (not the ‘one lanced) where, although 
the conjunctival reflex was present, I was doubtful of 
the pupillary reflex. 

On April 5th the pups ha: developed very well, but 
the one I suspected was blind, I may state that ‘* Chin ” 
had no trouble and the litter was healthy. Strict isolation 
was carried out. 

Conclusions.—This is the first time these kennels have 
experienced the disease. Their dogs are kept under the 
best conditions, and shortly after ‘* Chin's *’ infected litter 
a complete change of premises took place. Distemper 
has not been present for a few years. 

Same Sire, 
Chin,’? years months. 


Mating. Dog used. Result. 
Kennel stud dog Not infected, 
Kennel stud dog Infected. 
Outside stud dog Not infected, 


‘* Noni,’’ 16 months. 


Mating. Dog used. Result. 
... Same outside jstud dog ... Infected. 


From the above chart the following facts can be 
deduced :— 

(1) The kennel stud dog is perfectly healthy and has only 
been used for their own stock. He has never had any 
urethral discharge and has been used since the infected 
litter with every satisfaction. 

(2) The outside stud dog, I have ascertained, is much 
the same as above. 

(3) The only link left is that both bitches were hy the 
same sire, though different dams. The sire is a_well- 
known stud and show dog but as he is kennelled some 
distance away I have been unable to probe the matter 
further. 

Note.—I give these cases as they come to me in 
the hope that other opinions may be voiced. I am only 
suggesting that the disease may be hereditary to a certain 
extent, just as we have syphilis in the human. subject. 


The Treatment of Specific Canine 
Hysteria. 


By F. Chambers, F.R.C.V.S., Wolverhampton. 


In my remarks at Ayr, when opening the discussion on 
Professor Hobday’s paper, | stated that I had had .good 


results with the subcutaneous transfusion of a saline solu- 
tion prepared according to the formula of Mr. P. Blount. 
Unfortunately, in spite of rigid aseptic precautions, | 
got a large number of cases that produced a large abscess 
at the seat of injection. The solution was injected with 
a Higginson syringe to which a large bore needle was 
attached, the whole outfit being boiled before use each 
time. 

I suggested to Parke Davis that the glucose in the 
tablets might be responsible, and they very kindly made 
me a_ supply of tablets without the glucose. Since 
December Ist, 1929, 43 dogs have been transfused with 
artificial blood serum made with these tablets and only 
in one case has an abscess resulted. The results were, 
with three exceptions, uniformally excellent. The three 
cases that did not respond turned out to be acute distemper. 


Establishment of a Division of Animal Health for 
Australia. 


When Sir Arnold Theiler visited Australia, he recom- 
mended the formation of a Bureau of Animal Health, and 
Colonel Dunlop Young in his Report, page 45, stated, 
under the heading ‘* General Recommendations, Federal 
Government,”’’ ‘‘ The Establishment of an Animal Bureau 
of Industry on the same lines as that of the United States of 
America which has done, and is doing, such magnificent 
work, would be of incalculable benefit to the live stock and 
dead meat industry of Australia,’’ and on page 57, ‘‘ I was 
surprised to find that a Department performing so important 
work, had not a Pathological and Bacteriological Labora- 
tory to which inspectors could send lesions of diseases 
requiring investigation; such a Department, I respectfully 
submit, is absolutely essential and could form part of the 
Bureau of Animal Industry recommended in another part 
of this report.”’ 

With No. 1, Volume 3, of the Journal of the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research, February, 1930, 
there is a note to the effect that the Council has established 
a Division of Animal Health. The Division has now been 
organised and J. A. Gilruth, D.v.sC., 
has been placed in charge. The headquarters of the 
Division are at present at 314, Albert Street, East 
Melbourne. 

Dr. Gilruth is well known to many members of our 
profession as the capable originator of the fine system of 
veterinary inspection in New Zealand, later as the Director 
of the Melbourne Veterinary School and Governor of the 
Northern Territory, Australia. We welcome him back 
to veterinary work and wish him success in his new sphere. 

Under the heading of Official Correspondents — in 
Australia to the New Imperial Agricultural Research 
Bureaux recently set up in England as the result of the 
deliberations of the 1927 Imperial Agricultural Research 
Conference, we observe that Dr. J. A. Gilruth is the 
correspondent for the Bureau of Animal Genetics. 
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Abstracts. 


| Br. abortus in Human Pathology. M. Kristensen (Ann. 

de Méd., November, 1929, p. 339, ex Brit. Med. Jour. | 

The author states that from April 1st, 1927, to December 
Ist, 1928, specimens of serum from about 4,600 patients 
were examined at the Danish Serotherapeutic Institute, 
and in 500 cases agglutination with Br. abortus was found. 
The minimum titre was 1 in 100, but usually the reaction 
was much more marked (1 in 400, 800, or 1,600); 223 more 
cases of the kind were noted between December Ist, 1928, 
and June Ist, 1929. In most of the positive cases the 
deviation of the complement reaction also yielded a_posi- 
tive result. During the same period the serum of 148 
patients agglutinated B, typhosus and*of 190 patients B. 
paratyphosus B. Infection by Br. abortus is therefore at 
least as frequent in Denmark as enteric fever. Not a single 
one of the patients had been infected as the result of living 
in Mediterranean countries or other regions where Malta 
fever is prevalent, but the great majority had drunk raw 
cow’s milk or cream, or had been in contact with cows 
suffering from contagious abortion; in only a minority of 
cases was no information available as to the source of 
contagion. The occurrence of the cases was almost always 
sporadic, but was naturally most frequent in the most 
populated areas. The much greater frequency of the inci- 
dence of the disease in men was shown by the fact that of 
the 500 patients 391 were men and 109 women. It was 
remarkably rare in young children, there being only one 
patient under the age of six. The specific treatment em- 
ployed in Denmark has been: (1) serum therapy, including 
the use of an Italian serum against Malta fever, and a 
serum prepared by injecting horses with Danish strains of 
Br. abortus; and (2) vaccine treatment with Br. abortus, 
either alone or in combination with other organisms such 
as staphylococci or typhoid bacilli. At the present time there 
appears to be a tendency to substitute vaccine treatment 
for serotherapy. 


[Contagious Abortion and Undulant Fever. José 
Munne. Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias. Nov.- 
Dec., 1929. | 


Examination of morphology and cultural characters has 
given no reason for supposing that the Bacillus abortus of 
Bang and the Micrococcus melitensis are different organisms. 
According to Huddleson, a medium containing gentian violet 
enables them to be separated. The author has failed to 
confirm this. 5 

We have inoculated two goats with the bacillus of Bang 
and in 18 days their sera showed high agglutination powers 
for both organisms. In one the titre was higher for the 
M. melitensis. 

Our studies with some hundreds of bovine sera gave us 
extraordinarily suggestive results. Some contained agglu- 
tinins for B. Bang alone, others for both, while others 
only agglutinated the M. melitensis. 

We admit the existence of one organism, the Brucella, 
which, on affecting different species, acquires a_ special 
pathogenicity. In its first passage through bovines the 
M. melitensis preserves its individuality but later adapts 
itself and becomes the Bacillus abortus of Bang. 


x 


Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 


Quarterly Meeting of Council. 


The Quarterly Meeting of Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons was held at the College, 10 Red 
Lion Square, London, on Friday, April 14th, 1930. 

Prof. J. F. Craig, M.a., President, occupied the Chair, 
and there were also present :— 

Major J. Abson, Dr. C. Charnock Bradley, Lt.-Col. 
J. W. Brittlebank, Prof. J. B. Buxton, Mr. J. C. Coleman, 
Major G, W. Dunkin, Profs. S. H. Gaiger, F. T. G. 
Hobday, Messrs. J. Holroyd, R. Hughes, G. H. Livesey, 
G. H. Locke, Sir John M’Fadyean, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, 
Prof. J. Macqueen, Mr. G. P. Male, Major-Gen. Sir John 
Moore, Dr. J. Share-Jones, Dr. A. Leslie Sheather, Lt.--Col, 
P. J. Simpson, Col. G. K. Walker, Mr. J. Willett and 
Lt.-Col. T. Dunlop Young. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, which had been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

The Secretary read the list of Members and Fellows 
whose deaths had been recorded during the preceding 
quarter. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Secretary reported that he had received a_ letter 
from Mrs. McKinna, dated January 17th, gratefully ac- 
knowledging the message of sympathy sent by the President 
and Council and expressing her own and her children’s 
sincere thanks for the sympathetic messages sent to her 
husband during his illness and for their last tribute to his 
memory, and also for the beautiful wreath which had been 
sent. 

He also read a letter from Mr. J. McK. Boyd thanking 
the President and Council for restoring his name to the 
Register. 

He announced that letters of apology for absence had 
been received from Dr. Whitehouse and Mr. Trevor 
Spencer. Mr. Clarkson had telegraphed that he would be 
unable to be present. 

The Secretary also read a letter from Mr. Henry 
Sumner, regretting his inability to be present and stating 
that, after much thought, amd not without many regrets, 
he had decided not to seek re-election to the Council 
as he found it increasingly difficult to attend to the 
duties of the office. Mr. Sumner stated that he would 
miss more than he could express the pleasure and advan- 
tage of meeting Members of Council, but felt obliged not 
to seek re-election. 

A letter had also been received from Mrs. Wooldridge 
saying that her husband would be unable to attend any 
meetings for the present, but was making steady progress. 

He had also received two letters from Mrs. Carter. In 
the first, dated March 19th, she expressed her thanks for 
the kind letter of sympathy which she had received and 
asked that her thanks might be conveyed to all those who 
had made enquiries with regard to her husband, who was 
seriously ill. In the second letter she explained that her 
husband continued to be very ill indeed. 

Licut.-CoLoneL I wonder whether the 
Council will accept a resolution eXpressing our regret 


. 
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that, after so many years’ service, our old friend Mr. 
Carter should be in such a grave state? I think it might 
be a comfort to the family if we extended to them our 
sincere sympathy in their trouble. Without saying more, 
therefore, I beg to move that the Secretary be instructed 
to write and say that the Council are extremely sorry to 
hear the news about their old colleague, and extend to Mrs. 
Carter their kindliest good wishes. 

The Presipent: I should like to second that motion, 
I think perhaps Mrs. Carter and her relatives will be 
comforted by the good wishes we extend to them in the 
very sad circumstances in which they are placed. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The Secretary: received a telephone message last 
night from Mr. W. S. King, who tells me that as his 
health has been troubling him for some months past he 
has decided to hand to you his resignation as a Member 
of the Council. 

Mr. Locke: I understand Mr. Sumner is absent because 
he was badly kicked a fortnight ago, and I suggest we 
send him a letter of condolence. 

The Presipent: I think that would be an extremely 
appropriate thing for this Council to do, and therefore I 
second that proposal and put it to you that our good 
wishes be sent to Mr. Sumner in his illness. 

The motion was carried. 

Lieut.-Colonel BrirrLtenank: do not know what is 
the matter with our old friend Dr. Whitehouse, but as 
his restoration to health would appear to need considerable 
time he must have been seriously ill. | suggest it would 
he proper and fitting for this Council to send him a 
cheery letter conveying our best wishes and hopes for 
his recovery. 

The Prestpent seconded and the Council agreed. 

The Secreraky: I have to report that the Eleventh 
International Conference of Zoology will be held at Padua 
from September 4th-11th, 1930. 

The Council never having been represented at previous 
conferences, it was decided that no action should be taken. 


Bequest by the late Major-General Frederick Smith. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: At the end of the room you will 
see a portrait of the late Major-General Frederick Smith, 
his General Officer’s Sword, with cords and aiguillettes, 
his College Medals and Diplomas, which it was directed 
by his will should be offered to this Council. I féel 1 
need not say anything to ensure that the Council will 
gladly accept these things in memory of one of our most 
distinguished members, and I formally move that they 
be accepted and that the portrait be hung on the walls 
of this room. 

The motion was seconded by Lieut.-Colonel BrittLenank 
and carried unanimously, the Prestpent adding that he 
was sure the Council were very glad to have those things. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

Lieut.-Colonel Simpson read the following report of the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee (April 4th, 1930), 
and proposed that it be received and adopted :— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

The Treasurer submitted his financial statement for the 
quarter, showing an adverse balance of £1,165 11s. 9d. 
and liabilities amounting to £384 11s. 7d. 


It was resolved that the Treasurer’s Statement be ap- 
proved and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities shown, 
together with cheques for current expenses. 

The Secretary reported that the following members had 
not paid their Annual Fees for the past two years, namely— 
F. W. Chamberlain, m.k.c.v.s., Cheam (amount owing, 
£2 2s.) and J. W. Hopkin, M.r.c.v.s., Henley-on-Thames 
(amount owing, £2 2s.) and that the following member 
had not paid his Annual Fee for the past five years, 
namely—T. C. Howatson, M.R.c.V.S., Rhuddlan (amount 
owing, £5. 5s.). 

The Secretary was instructed to take proceedings through 
the County Court for the recovery of the Fees. 

The Secretary reported that as from Lady Day, the 
whole of the insurance on the building and contents had 
been taken over by the Car and General Insurance Cor- 
poration, Limited. 

A letter was received from the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue, dated March 8th, 1930, stating that the return 
made by the College for Corporation Duty had been 
considered but that the deductions claimed had been 
reduced, making the duty payable £15 2s, 9d. It was 
resolved that no action be taken. 

The Secretary reported that repairs had been effected 
to the amount of £5 18s. Od., and his action was approved. 

The Secretary reported that there was sufficient accumu- 
lated income in the Steel Memorial Fund to enable a 
further investment in Consols to be made. 

The Chairman and Treasurer were authorised to take 
the necessary steps with the Public Trustees of Charitable 
Funds for the purchase of £100 Consols for the Steel 
Memorial Fund. 

The Committee considered the question of the need for 
the provision of increased income for the College and had 
before them a comparative statement of Income and 
Expenditure for the past ten years. 

It was resolved :— 

(a) That having carefully considered the comparative 
statement, the Committee are satisfied that all reasonable 
steps are being taken to carry on the work of the College 
with economy consistent with efficiency. 

(b) That the thanks of the Council be conveyed to the 
Treasurer and staff for the trouble taken in preparing the 
comparative statement. 


The motion to receive and adopt the report was duly 
seconded and carried. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Professor Buxton read the first report of the Examination 
Committee, dated April 3rd, 1930. 


At a meeting of the Examination Committee held at the 
College, on April 3rd, 1930. The minutes of the previous 
meeting, having been printed and circulated, were taken as 
read and signed as correct. 

Letters were received with regard to the interpretation 
of the byelaws governing the recognition of preliminary 
educational examinations, and the Secretary was instructed 
as to the replies to be sent. 

Honorary Associates Sub-Committee.—-The following 
report of the meeting of the Honorary Associates Sub- 
Committee held on Tuesday, April 1st, was read and 
approved :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
signed as correct. 

A list of nominations of foreign veterinary surgeons 
was considered, and it was resolved to recommend a 
number of eminent veterinary surgeons to the favour- 
able consideration of the Council for election as 
Honorary Associates of the College, the list to be 
suspended on the Notice Board in the Council 
room as provided by Byelaw 119. 

Preliminary Examinations and Agricultural Diplomas.— 
The following report of the meeting of the Sub-Committee, 
held on Wednesday, April 2nd, was read and adopted :— 

It was resolved that Prof. Buxton be appointed to 
the Chair. 

It was resolved to recommend— 

That the following examinations in general edu- 
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cation be recognised as qualifying the candidate for 
admission to the veterinary course. (Here follows a 
list of Preliminary Examinations too long to publish 
in the Veterinary Record.) 

(This list to come into operation in respect of ex- 
aminations passed after September, 1932). 

The Secretary submitted a memorandum showing 

the conditions under which Diplomas in Agriculture 
are granted by certain Universities and other examin- 
ing bodies in Great Britain and Ireland, with special 
reference to the instruction given in Chemistry and 
Physics, Botany and Zoology. It was resolved to 
recommend— 
' That as the instruction provided in Chemistry and 
Physics, Botany and Zoology, for the purpose of 
Diplomas in Agriculture does not appear to be equi- 
valent to that set out in Schedule II, none of the 
Diplomas in Agriculture should be recognised as war- 
ranting exemption from the first year’s course under 
the provisions of byelay 62. 

Educational certificates Nos. 3481-3497, and 3500, were 
submitted and approved. 

Byelaw 62.—(a) An application was received from can- 
didate No. 3,492 for exemption from the first year’s course 
in consideration of his holding the Scottish Diploma in 
Agriculture. It was resolved that the application be not 
acceded to. 

(b) An application was received from candidate No. 
3,498 for exemption from the first year’s course in con- 
sideration of his having passed the first B.Sc. examination 
of St. Andrew’s University, of Chemistry, Botany, Zoology, 
and Natural Philosophy, and it was resolved that the appli- 
cation be acceded to. 

Byelaw 95.—It was resolved that exemption be granted, 
under the provisions of byelaw 95, to Mr. E. J. Pullinger 
in virtue of his holding the B.V.Sc. of the Transvaal 
University College. 

D.V.S.M.—An application was received from Mr. J. E. 
Wilson, 8.Sc., M.R.C.v.S., for permission to take the ex- 
amination in two parts. It was resolved that the applica- 
tion be acceded to. 

Colonial Veterinary Scholarships.—The Secretary read 
a letter from the Private Secretary (Appointments), 
Colonial Office, stating that, as'recommended by the Lovat 
Committee, it has now been decided to award from 1930 
onwards ten Scholarships annually to the value of £250 
per annum for the purpose of encouraging suitable men to 
take up the study of Veterinary Science with a view to 
provide a supply of candidates suitably trained for work in 
the Colonies. It was resolved that the Secretary be in- 
structed to convey the thanks of the Council to the 
Colonial Office for the information contained in their letter, 
and to express its gratification at the proposal to award 
Veterinary Scholarships, and to promise that the proposed 
award shall be brought to the notice of likely candidates. 

Applications for appointment as examiners for the Mem- 
bership and Fellowship Diplomas and the Diploma in 
Veterinary State Medicine were considered, in confidence. 
It was resolved to recommend that the following appoint- 
ments be made :— 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Subject. Class A. 

Chemistry & Physics Lander, G. D. D.Sc. 


Mackenzie, J. E. D.Se., Ph.D., 
F.R.S.E. 


Qualific ition. 


Biology MacDougall, R. M.A., D.Sc., 
Stewart F.R.S.E 
Class B. 
Anatomy... ... Bowes, H. G. F.R.C.V.S 
Shave, E. S..... F.R.C.V.S, 
M.R.C.S., 
Histology & Physio- 
logy wai ... Lamb, F. W.... M.D., D.P.H. 
Clerv, A. B.... F.R.C.S. 


Stable Management 


and Shoeing Dawee, HT... F.R.C.V.S, 


Miller, W. C. B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. 


Subject. Class C. Qualification. 
Pathology Maitland, H. B. M.D., M.R.C.V.S., 
L.R.C.P. 


Bosworth, T. J. B.Se., M.R.C.V.S. 
Mat. Med & Toxi- 


cology... Reid, H. A.... F.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.H. 

Smythe, A. R. F.R.C.V.S., 

D.V.S.M. 

Hygiene & Dietetics Woods, W. ... F.R.C.V.S. 

Class D. 
Medicine, Meat In- 

spection Motton, S. J..... F.R.C.V.S 
M.R.San.1 

Surgery, Obstetrics Hickes, R. J.... FLR.C.V.S. 
Imrie, D. M.R.C.V.S 


The question of the appointment of a second examiner 
in the subjects of Biology, Hygiene, and Medicine for 
the July examinations was left in the hands of the Presi- 
dent and Chairman. 


W. H. Andrews, 8.sc., M.n.c.v.s.; T. J. Bosworth, p.sc., 
M.R.C.V.S.5 John Brown, F.R.c.v.s.; Professor 
T. G. Browne, M.R.c.v.s.; T. W. M. Cameron, M.a., 
D-SCoy PH.D.» M.R.C.VeS.; G. W. Clough, p.sc.; H. J. 
Dawes, F.R.C.v.s.; W. J. B. De Vine, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 
W. Jj. Dilling, T. M. Doyle, M.R.cev.s.; 
T. Grahame, F.R.c.v.s.; F. T. Harvey, F.R.c.v.s.; G. 
Howie, Junior, F.R.c.v.s.; D. Imrie, M.r.c.v.s.; W. Jowett, 
F. W. Lamb, M.p., G. D. 
Lander, pD.sc.; Professor J. Lindsay, m.p.; J. McAllan, 
M.A., B.SC+oy Professor J. McCunn, m.R.c.v.s., 
J. S. Macdonald, M.a., F.R.S.; Professor 
R. S. MacDougall, .A., D.sc., F.R.S.E.; Professor D. C. 
Matheson, F.R.C.V.S.,_ Minett, p.sc., 
M-R.C.V.S.; Professor W. M. Mitchell, CH.B., BeSC., 
M.R.C.V.S.; S.J. Motton, F.R.C.v.s., M.R.SAN.I. Pro- 
fessor J. J. O'Connor, m.r.c.v.s.; A. W. Noel Pillers, 
F+ReCoV.Sey DeVeSeM.; W. A. Pool, L. P. Pugh, 
B.SC.y H. A. Reid, 
Brayley Reynolds, m.r.c.v.s.; Professor E. S. Shave, 
 MeR.CoSey R. Simpson, 
D.V.S.M.; A. R. Smythe, F.r.c.v.s., 
Torrance, M.R.C.V.S., S. Villar, F.R.c.v.s.; W. 
Woods, F.R.C.V.S. 

D.V.S.M. 

Group I.—T. J. Bosworth, B.sc., M.R.c.v.s. (Together 
with the eligible teachers at the affiliated Colleges.) 

Group II.—G. Howie, F.R.c.v.s.; J. McAllan, M.a., 
M-R.C.V.S.; W. Woods, F.R.C.v.s. (Together with 
the eligible teachers of the subjects at the affiliated 
Colleges.) 

Three applications for the appointment of Local Secretary 
for the examinations to be held in Liverpool were received 
and considered. It was resolved to recommend that Mr. 
William Nightingale, M.r.c.v.s., be appointed Local Secre- 
tary for the examinations in Liverpool for the present year 
at a fee of 15 guineas. 

A report on the work done by the holder of the Jubilee 
Memorial Prize was received, and the Secretary was in- 
structed as to the payment of the second instalment of 
the Prize. 

The report on the matter of canine nursing, submitted 
to the Committee at its previous meeting, was again 
brought up, but its consideration was deferred. 


On the motion of Prof. Buxton, seconded by Lieut.- 
Colonel BrittLesank, the Council went into committee. 

On resuming, it was moved by Prof. Buxton, seconded by 
Mr. Hughes, and agreed that the report be received and 
adopted. 

Prof. Buxton then read the report of the Special Meet- 
ing of the Examination Committee (April 3rd, 1930), which 
was as follows : 
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The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

A draft revised examination syllabus was submitted, 
together with a summary of the comments made thereon 
by the principal teachers of the respective subjects. It was 
resolved :— 

(a) That the title ‘Animal Management "’ be substituted 
for the term ‘‘Animal Husbandry—Part 1.” 

(b) That the subject ‘* Principles of Shoeing Sound Feet 
be deleted from the syllabus of ‘‘Animal Management,” 
the examination in this subject to form part of the Final 
examination, The further consideration of the matter 
was deferred to the next meeting. 


On the motion of Professor Buxron, seconded by Mr. 
Livesey, the report was received and adopted. 


Joint Meeting of Finance and Examination Committees. 


Professor Buxton read the following report of the Joint 
Meeting of the Finance and Examination Committees 
(April 2nd, 1930), and proposed that it be received and 
adopted :— 

Professor Buxton was appointed to the Chair. 

The Secretary read the reference as follows : ‘*To consider 
the desirability or otherwise of arranging for the December 
examinations to be held at one centre only, the Committee 
to have power to make arrangements accordingly.”’ 
(Minutes of Council, January 10th, 6 (v).) This question 
was discussed and it was resolved that the further con- 
sideration of the matter be deferred to the next meeting. 


The motion to receive and adopt the report was seconded 
by Lieut.-Colonel BrrrrLenank and carried. 


Joint Meeting of Examination and Parliamentary Com- 


mittees. 

Professor Buxton read the report of the Joint Meeting 
of the Examination and Parliamentary Committees (April 
2nd, 1930), and proposed that it be received and adopted :— 

Professor Buxton was appointed to the Chair. 

The Secretary read the reference as follows: ‘* To con- 
sider the advisability and practicability of requiring students 
before admission to the Final Examination to produce 
evidence that they have satisfactorily attended the practice 
of a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
for a specified period.’’ (Minutes of Council, January 10th, 
18 (d).) After considerable discussion, it was resolved that 
the consideration of the matter be adjourned. 


The motion to receive and adopt the report was duly 
seconded and carried. 


REGISTRATION COMMITIER. 
The Secretary read the report of the Meeting of the 
Registration Committee held on Wednesday, April 22ad :-— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 


Cases Against Unregistered Persons. 


2074. P.D.S.A. A ietter was submitted drawing atten- 
tion to the prosecution of a dispensary attendant at the 
hearing of which a member gave evidence. The Solicitor 
was instructed to obtain a copy of the notes of evidence 
of all the veterinary witnesses in the case for submission 
to the Committee at its next meeting. 

2272. Lang, G., ‘* Veterinary Chemist.’’ The Solicitor 
reported that part of the offence in this case had been dis- 
continued and the consideration of the matter was deferred 
for further evidence with regard to the second part of the 


offence. 
N.9. Knowres, W. Using Title ‘* M.S.V.S."’; 


** Veterinary Canine Specialist.’’ The Solicitor reported 
that this person, under the name of W. H. Wing, had been 
sentenced at Uxhridve on February 19th to 12 months 
imprisonment with hard labour for obtaining money by 
false pretences, one of the false pretences being that he 
was a qualified veterinary surgeon, 


N.10. Connotity, W. P. Using letters M.R.C.V.S.” 
in India. This case was struck out in the absence of proper 
evidence. 

N.16. ‘* Vet. Asst., Sick Animals Visiting Services.’ 
The Solicitor submitted a report on this case and was 
authorised to continue his investigations. 

N.18. Wricut, N. D. ‘* Unrgd. Vet.’ in Telephone 
Directory. The Secretary reported that the offence was now 
discontinued. 

N.22. Brown-CoLte, W., Director of Canine and 
Feline Hospital.”’ The action of the Secretary in this 
case was approved. 

On the motion of the PRESIDENT, seconded by Lieut.- 
Colonel BrirrLeBank, the report was received and adopted. 

The Secretary then read the second report of the Regis- 
tration Committee referring to the meeting held on Thurs- 
day, April 3rd :— 

N.23. Sirver, J., Veterinary Judge.”’ A satisfactory 
undertaking was received in this case. 

N.24. Hook, W. White., ‘* Late R.A.V.C.—Canine 
Specialist.”” A satisfactory undertaking was received in 
this case. 

N.25. Jones, T. H., “‘ Vet. Operator ’’ in Telephone 
Directory. It was reported that the offence had now been 
discontinued. 

N.26. Hopcxkinson, P. H., Hon. Vet. Surgeon at 
Dog Show. The Secretary was instructed to obtain further 
evidence. in this case. 

N.27. Tomiinson, M., S.R.V.C., C.F.S., M.C.N.I. 
Animals’ Home and Hospital. Sick dogs and cats visited 
at own home.’’ This case was deferred for further evidence. 

N.28. Mortensen, W., Veterinary and Naturalist.”’ 
This case was deferred for further evidence. 

N.29. Fenn, H. V., “* Veterinary Surgeon.’’ The Secre- 
tary submitted a letter he had addressed to the Dumb 
Friends League on this matter and the case was deferred 
pending the receipt of a reply. 


Correspondence. 


(a) Correspondence was submitted from Mr. J. C. Jackson 
and the Secretary was instructed as to the reply to be 
sent, 

(b) A letter was received from Major E. S. Martin en- 
closing copy of an advertisement by a kennelman, and the 
Secretary was instructed as to the action to be taken. 

(c) The Secretary submitted correspondenee he had had 
with the National Veterinary Medical Association with 
regard to an advertisement appearing in the Veterinary 
Record for a Class “ C” or ‘* D” student to act as a 
locum. The Secretary was instructed to inform the 
N.V.M.A., that in the opinion of the Council it is contrary 
to Bye-law 53 for a member to employ an unqualified 
person as a locum tenens. 


On the motion of the Prestpent, seconded by Lieut.- 
Colonel BrRriTLeBANK, the report was received and adopted. 
The Secretary then read the second report of the Regis- 
tration Committee (meeting held on Thursday, April 3rd) :— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 


Cases Against Members. 


2429. Brakeway, J. This member appeared to answer 
a charge of breach of Bye-law 53 in that he had distributed 
cards. The complainant, Mr. J. Robertson, also appeared 
and submitted evidence to show that Mr. Blakeway’s cards 
had been handed to persons who were the complainant’s 
clients. Mr. Blakeway stated in answer to the charge 
that he did not ask any person for work but acknowledged 
that he had giver cards to persons who were former clients 
of his before he sold his practice to Mr. Robertson, 

Both parties answered questions put to them through 
the Chair, and were asked to withdraw while the Committee 
considered the evidence. 

It was resolved :— 

(a) That the Committee find the charge proved. 

(b) That Mr. J. Blakeway be called in and severely 
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censured by the President and warned as to his future 
conduct. 

Mr. Blakeway was then recalled and addressed by the 
President, who censured him in respect of his past conduct 
and admonished him that in future he must be careful to 
obey the Bye-laws of the College. Mr. Blakeway then 
withdrew. 

2320. Advertising. satisfactory undertaking was 
received in this case. 

2387. Hamirtron, W. Conduct. (See minutes of 
January, 1930, meeting). The Secretary reported that the 
complainant had not been able to submit further evidence 
in this case and that Mr. Hamilton had not therefore 
been recalled. It was resolved that the case be struck out. 

2234. Stuffed dog in window. The Secretary reported 
that the offence of advertising by the display of a stuffed 
dog in window had now been discontinued. 

2423. Using letters ‘* F.V.M.A."’ A satisfactory under- 
taking was received in this case. ~* 

2426. Alleged breach of Bye-law 53 (3). A further letter 
from the complainant was received but as no further evi- 
dence was submitted, the case was ordered to be struck out. 

2428. Conducr. A complaint as to the conduct of this 
member was received and his reply was considered. 

It was resolved that the case be struck out. 

2430. Conduct. A complaint was received that this 
member had been negligent in the treatment of a dog. 
The reply of the member was considered, and it was resolved 
that the case was not one for action by the Council. 

21431. Buckincuam, J. A notification was received from 
the Chief Constable at Norwich to the effect that this 
member had been charged with driving a motor-car_ to 
the danger of the public and fined £6 3s. 6d. and also at 
the same Court he was charged with using obscene lan- 
guage on the highway, when he was fined £3 3s. 6d. 

It was resolved that as this is the second occasion on 
which a similar report had been received, this member 
be called upon to appear to show cause why his name 
should not be removed from the Register for conduct dis- 
graceful in a professional respect. 

2432. Advertising. The Secretary reported that the 
advertisement complained of had been discontinued and 
the case was struck out. 

2434. Alleged advertising. satisfactory explanation 
was received in this case. 

2435. Advertising on father’s billheads. 

It was resolved that this member be called upon to appear 
to show cause why his name should not be removed from 
the Register for a breach of Bye-law 55. 

Complaints with regard to the issue of certificates of 
soundness were considered, but it was resolved that the 
matter was not one for action by the College. 

2439. Alleged covering. The Secretary was instructed 
to communicate with this member to ask for an explanation. 

2441. Conduct. It was resolved that the case be struck 
out. 

2375. The Solicitor reported that this member was 
still in Canada and that it would appear that his conduct 
during the past six months had been satisfactory. 

It was therefore resolved that the case be struck out. 

Procedure.—The following report of the meeting of the 
Sub-Committee on procedure held on Wednesday, April 
2nd, 1930, was read and adopted. 

In the absence of Professor Wooldridge, -owing 
to illness, it was resolved :—- 

(a) That Colonel Brittlebank be appointed to the 
Chair. 

(b) That the sincere sympathy of the Council be 
addressed to Professor Wooldridge in his 
illness, and their hopes for his speedy and 
complete recovery. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

The draft standing orders procedure’ were 
considered and certain verbal amendments made. The 
Secretary was instructed to have the draft re-printed, 
as amended, and submitted to the Committee at its 
next meeting. 
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Free Veterinary Treatment.—-The following report of the 
meeting of the Sub-Committee on the scheme for free 
veterinary treatment held on Wednesday, 2nd April, 1930, 
was read and adopted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
signed as correct. 

Correspondence. (a) The Secretary reported that no 
reply had been received from the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals to his previous letter 
on account of the illness of the Chief Secretary. 

(b) A letter was read from Mr. Elphick describing a 
scheme of free veterinary treatment now being carried 
on in Neweastle by the North of England Division of 
the N.V.M.A., in conjunction with the Local Branch 
of the R.S.P.C.A. 

The Secretary was instructed to communicate 
with the Secretary of the North of England Division 
asking for information as to the management of the 
scheme, particularly with regard to the co-operation 
of local members. 

(c) A report was received as to the establishment of 
a scheme by the R.S.P.C.A. Branch at Greenwich, in 
which neighbourhood three other similar schemes were 
in operation. The Secretary was instructed to commu- 
nicate with the Chief Secretary of the R.S.P.C.A., 
pressing for a reply in regard to the draft scheme, 

On the motion of the PREsipENT, duly seconded, the 
report was received and adopted. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 
Lieut.-Colonel Brirttenank read the following report 
of the Parliamentary Committee of April 3rd, 1930 :— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 
Trish Free State lgreement. 

(a) The following report of the meeting of the Sub- 
Committee on the Irish Free State Agreement, held on 
Tuesday, April Ist, was read and approved. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

The Secretary reported that he had received an inti- 
mation from the Dominions Office to the effect that 
reports from all Government Departments not 
been reecived regarding the proposed draft agreement. 

The Seeretary submitted a letter received from the 
Secretary of the North of Ireland Veterinary Medical 
Association, forwarding a copy of a resolution passed 
at a meeting of the Council held in’ Belfast) on 
February 29th, 1930. 

It was resolved that the reply by the Secretary, dated 
March 6th, be approved. 

(b) The Secretary reported that since the meeting of 
the Sub-Committee he had received a further communica- 
tion from the Honorary Sectetary of the North of Ireland 
Veterinary Medical Association in reply to his letter of 
March 6th, which was read. It was resolved that it be 
submitted to the Special Sub-Committee to draft and trans- 
mit a suitable reply. 

Parliamentary Bills. 

(a) Coal Mines (Protection of Animals) *Bill. The Chair- 
man reported that in compliance with the request made to 
the N.V.M.A., he had been appointed on a Deputation 
to meet Sir Robert Gower with regard to this matter; that 
he had been unable to attend but had nominated Dr. Share- 
Jones, Vice-Chairman, to take his place; that Sir Robert 
Gower had met the Special Sub-Committee appointed by 
the N.V.M.A, at a meeting held at the College on January 
22nd, and that Sir Robert had agreed to introduce a 
clause in the draft Bill providing that wherever the term 
Inspector occurs in connection with the inspection 
of horses in mines it should be interpreted to mean a duly 
registered veterinary surgeon. 

(b) Quarantine of Dogs. A memorandum on this matter 
was received from the Ministry of Agriculture, and _ it 
was resolved to recommend that the Council offer its 
support to the Ministry in its decision to maintain the 
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present regulations imposing six months’ quarantine in 
this country on all dogs and cats imported from abroad. 

(c) Description of Colours and Markings of Horses. 
A letter was received from the War Office, dated January 
41st, 1930, stating that the Army Council had decided to 
embody the report of the Sub-Committee on the system 
of descrip:ions of colours and markings of horses in the 
next reprint of “Animal Management.” 

(d) Malayan Veterinary Service. letter, dated 
February 25th, 1930, was received from the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies in answer to the letter authorised 
by the Council at its previous meeting to be addressed to 
the Colonial Office regarding the conditions of the Veterin- 
ary Service in Malaya. The Colonial Secretary stated 
that Captain F. J. Sheedy had accepted the appointment 
of Principal Veterinary Officer to the Federated Malay 
States and Straits Settlements at a salary of £1,190-35- 
1,330, and further, that the principle of an independant 
Veterinary Department had already heen accepted by the 
Malayan Government. The Secretary was instructed as 
to the reply to be sent to the Colonial Office. 

(e) Kenya Veterinary Services. The report of the Agri- 
cultural Commission in the Colony and Protectorate of 
Kenya, dated October, 1929, was received, from which 
it was noted that the principle of the autonomy of the 
Veterinary Services had been rejected. 

Consideration of the matter was deferred, and the Secre- 
tarv was instructed to report further developments. 

(f) Veterinary Advisers. The question of the duties of 
Veterinary Advisers appointed by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture was considered, and it was resolved to refer the matter 
to a Sub-Committee consisting of the President and Chair- 
man, together with Colonel Simpson, with power to act. 


On the motion of Lieut.-Colonel BritrLenank, seconded 
by Major Arson, the Council went into committee to 
consider certain parts of the report. ‘ 

resuming, Lieut.-Colonel BrittLenaNnk moved that 
the report be received and adopted. 

The motion was duly seconded and adopted. 


LIBRARY AND PUBLICATION COMMITTEF. 


Mr. Livesey read the following report of the Library 
and Publication Committee (April 4th, 1930) and moved 
that it be received and adopted :— 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

The Librarian submitted the following report, which 
was approved :— 

“The Librarian begs to report that since the last 
Quarterly Meeting, 97 books have been sent out on loan ; 
of these, 41 are periodicals and 56 are text-books. There 
have been eight requests for hooks from the Central Library 
for Students. One book has been borrowed front the 
Royal Society of Medicine. The number of periodicals 
received in the Library is 90; of these, 37 are presentations 
and 53 are subscribed for. There have been 58 visitors 
to the Library. 

A good deal of time has been spent this Quarter in 
classifving unbound periodicals and shelving them. The 
indexing has progressed; the Annual Reports are finished. 
Several cases of pamphlets have been completed, and this 
work ‘s continuing.’’ 

The Librarian submitted a list of presentations to the 
Library during the past Quarter, including a number of 
reprints presented by Dr. Hare and by the University of 
Leipzig, and the following volumes :— 

Produzione Approvvigionamento e controllo [gienico del 
Latte. (Bartolucci, A.) 

The Traveller’s Pocket Farrier. 
Mr. McEndoo. 

By Miss Brace.—Observations on the Structure, Economy 
and Diseases of the Foot of the Horse. (Edward Coleman, 
F.R.S.) 

It was resolved that the hearty thanks of the Council be 
conveyed to the respective donors, 


(Bracken, H.) By 


The question of purchases was considered, but deferred 
to the next meeting. 

The Librarian reported the receipt of a letter from the 
Secretary of the Inland Revenue, dated March 31st, 1930, 
stating that the Board had given careful consideration 
to the claim that the Library should be relieved from 
income tax, but are unable to regard the fund as entitled 
to such relief. 

A report on the new constitution of the National Central 
Library was submitted, and it was resolved that the 
Librarian be appoirted to represent the Council at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Library. 

A draft Annual Report was submitted, and after con- 
sideration, amended. It was resolved to recommend that 
the Annual Report, as amended, be approved for issue 
to the members of the College. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. McIntosn and adopted. 

APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL SECRETARY, LIVERPOOL, 

The Presipent: The next item on? the Agenda is the 
appointment of a Local Secretary for Liverpool. The 
recommendation is in the report of the Examination Com- 
mittee but we require a formal and definite recom- 
mendation. 

Professor Buxton: I beg to move that Mr. W. 
Nightingale, M.R.c.v.s., be appointed Local Secretary for 
the examinations in Liverpool. 

Licut.-Colonel BritTLenank seconded the motion, which 
was carried. 

APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS, 

Professor Buxton: I beg to move that the Examiners 
whose names are mentioned in the list I read to you in the 
report of the Examination Committee be appointed. 


Major Agson seconded the motion, which was carried. 
Norices oF Morton. 


Professor Buxton: I beg to give notice that in accord- 


ance with Bye-law 119, the names of the gentlémen 
recommended for election as Honorary Associates will be 


affixed to the notice board for presentation to the Council 
at its next meeting. 


I also beg to give notice of alterations to Bye-law 62, 
and to the list of preliminary examinations in general 


education as recommended by the Examination Committee. 
These will be suspended on the notice board, ro be proposed 
as Bye-laws at the next Meeting of the Council. 


OrnerR BUusINEss. 


The Presipent: Before this meeting terminates I should 
like to remind you that the Annual Meeting and Dinner 
will be held in Dublin on June 5th next. All Members of 
Council as well as members of the profession generally 


will be welcome on that day at these two functions, and 
] hope as many of you as possible will attend. 


Lieut.-Colonel BrirtLenank : We are extremely grateful 
to you for making the necessary arrangements, ard we 
look forward to visiting Ireland with a good deal of 
pleasure. As many of us will come as can afford the fare 
and the time. 

The meeting then terminated. 


Another death from psittacosis occurred at Jarrow on 
Saturday last, making the fifth death in the recent epi- 
demic. Mr. Samuel Bramley, aged 62, the latest victim, 
was a well-known schoolmaster in Jarrow. 


A cow belonging to Mr. H. Clifton, of Wistanwick, 
near Market Drayton, has given birth to a calf (her first), 
weighing 186 Ib., which is believed to be a record. 


| | 

| 
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Divisional Report. 


Western Counties Division, N.V.M.A.* 


Annual Meeting at Exeter. 


The 46th Annual General Meeting of the Western Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., was held at the Rougemont Hotel, 
Exeter, on March 27th, Major W. Fyrth presiding over 
a representative attendance. Others present were Messrs. 
E. C. Bovett, W. G. Blackwell, F. R. Edwards, H. Fraser, 
Ek. B.D. Hall, J. K. Irvine, H. B. Kauntze, G. D. Lansley, 
C. Masson, S. J. Motton, W. B. Nelder, R. Barons Nelder, 
E. J. L. Norman, J. M. L. Penhale, R. E. L. Penhale, W. 
Roach, H. K. Roberts, R. G. Saunders, E. J. Thorburn, 
W. N. Wright and E. C. Perry (a visitor). Apologies for 
absence were received from Messrs. W. Ascott, P. W. Bloye, 
C. Crowhurst, J. Dunstan, F. T. Harvey, W. H. James, 
A. G. Saunders, R. H. Smythe, E. A. Wilshaw and Princi- 
pal F. T. G. Hobday. 

It was agreed that the minutes of the previous meeting, 
as published in the Record, should be taken as read, the 
Chairman signing them as correct. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(1) From Dr. Fred Bullock,, Secretary of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund, acknowledging, with warmest 
thanks, the receipt of £2 10s. from the Division’s collecting 
box. 

(2) From Mr. W. Brown, Editorial Representative of 
the N.V.M.A., reminding the Division that he would be 
grateful if members would assist in the efforts of the 
Editorial Committee to make weekly provision for the 
insertion of a large and valuable clinical and case report 
section of the Record. . 

(3) From Mr. Charles E. Perry, Hon. Secretary of the 
Mid-West and South Wales Division, asking the Associa- 
tion’s support of their two candidates, Messrs. Coleman 
and Rees, for the R.C.V.S. Council. 

Mr. Masson reminded members that at a previous meect- 
ing it was suggested they should nominate a candidate, 
but this was not done. He moved that the Division support 
Messrs. Coleman and Rees, and that when the Division 
put forward their own candidate on a future occasion, the 
Mid-West and South Wales Division be asked for their 
support. The CHatrMan seconded. 


Mr. NELDER pointed out that it would be no use voting: 


for half a dozen candidates. If their votes were to be of 
value they should vote for only one or two candidates. 
Mr. Perry, who attended to support the Division’s nomi- 
nations, said that his Division had already passed a 
resolution agreeing to support the Western Counties Divi- 
sion’s nominations in future. Mr. Coleman intended being 
present at that meeting to ask their support, but he was 
confined to bed. He wished them to record their votes and, 
when possible, to support a candidate who is a general 
practitioner. ‘‘T am sure that at present we are in a 
minority,’’ he wrote, ‘* and unless the position of affairs is 
realised, they will be very soon extinct.’ Mr. Perry added 


*Received on April 3rd. 


that if the Division supported Mr. Coleman and Mr. Rees 
they would be supporting two good men. 

The motion was carried unanimously and it was agreed 
that there was no objection to the Division circularising 
members seeking their support. 

(4) After a discussion in Committce, it was decided to 
send a suitable reply to Mr. E. B. Ds Hall (who was not 
present when the matter was discussed) on correspondence 
regarding the notification of tuberculous animals. 

Election of New Member.—On the proposal of the Cuair- 
MAN, seconded by Mr. R. E. L. Pennare, Mr. J. Willis 
Thwaite, Liskeard (nominated by Mr. J. Dunstan and 
seconded by the Hon. Secretary), was elected a member. 


Hon. SEcRETARY’s REPORT. 


The Hon. Secretary read his report as follows: During 
the past year there have been the usual three meetings: 
of the Division and a Council meeting. At the Annual 
Meeting an excellent paper on ‘ Red Water ’’ was given by 
Mr. F. T. Harvey, whilst at the Summer Meeting Mr. H. 
Fraser gave us a very practical one entitled ‘* Clinical 
Notes.’”’ Our President has been very active, for, in addi- 
tion to his Presidential address, he provided a paper for 
the Taunton meeting, ‘* Traumatic Pericarditis in Cattle.”’ 
The discussions throughout the year have been well sus- 
tained and instructive. We are deeply indebted to the 
essayists for their labours on our behalf. Our best thanks 
are also due to all those who have rendered assistance 
throughout the year and I should be very ungrateful if I 
did not specially mention Mr. Moiton. (Applause.) 


Hon. TREASURER’S Report. 


Mr. NELDER also presented the following statement as 
Hon. Treasurer: I really must commence by congratulat- 
ing the members for enabling me to say that this year 
there are no arrears in subscriptions; everyone has paid 
up. I am deeply and sincerely grateful to you. During 
the year six members have been elected; two have resigned 
—one through leaving the district, and the other has retired 
from practice. We have also, unfortunately, lost a valued 
member through death. Our membership has increased 
by 25 per cent. during the last eight vears and all are 
energetic subscribing members. I need say very little 
regarding the balance sheet. It has been circulated with 
the notice of the meeting and the accounts have been 
carefully audited by Mr. Edwards. The expenditure is 
practically the same as last vear, but new members have 
brought up the receipts a little. I now formally move the 
adoption of the report and balance sheet. 

Mr. LaNns.ey, seconding, said that both were very satis- 
factory. The motion was carried. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President.--On the proposal of the CiairMan, seconded 
by Mr. Kauntze, Major Wright was unanimously elected 
President for the ensuing year, the Chairman observing, 
** We could not have a better man.”’ 

Vice-Presidents.—Messrs. W. Fyrth, W. G. Blackwell, 
H. W. Townson and H. K. Roberts were elected Vice- 
presidents, on the proposal of Mr. Epwarps, seconded by 
Mr. Roacn. 

Hon. Secretary.—‘As your Secretary at the moment, 
I claim the privilege of proposing my successor to office,”’ 
said Mr. Nelder. ‘f The name selected has met with the 
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unanimous approval of the Council and I know, when you 
hear it, you will give the same verdict. Some may think 
that because the gentleman lives at one end of the Division, 
there may be some difficulty, but you can take it from 
me, he is so enthusiastic in the work of the Division 
that it would not make the slightest difference if he lived 
at John O’ Groats instead of Lands End. I am not going 
to say that the work of a Divisional Secretary is an easy 
thing ; nothing is, that is worth having. But | am going 
to say that the work during my period of office—nearly 
six years as Secretary and eight years as Treasurer—has 
been made less difficult by the loyal help of the members 
and the willingness with which you have fallen in with 
the proposals I have made from time to time. I am not 
a believer in one man running the whole Society, so to 
speak, for years on end. When I consented to act, I only 
intended it to be a temporary measure. It has gone on for 
six years, but now I claim to be relieved of at least part 
of the work. Without further ado, I have much pleasure 
in proposing Mr. S. J. Motton as Hon. Secretary for the 
coming year.’’ (Applause.) 

The Cuairman said that they were losing a most excellent 
Secretary, who had always kept them ‘‘ up to scratch.”’ 
(Applause.) ‘* But there is always as good a horse in the 
stable as the one that goes out,’’ he added, amid laughter. 
** We have, I think, a thoroughly good secretary to follow 
Mr. Nelder.’’) Major Wricut seconded and the motion was 
unanimously carried. 

Hon, Treasurer.—Mr. Morton thanked the members 
and proposed the election of Mr. Nelder as Hon. Treasurer. 
They all knew, he said, the good work that Mr. Nelder 
had done and he felt a little guilty in accepting the 
Secretaryship. He had a difficult lead to follow and he 
felt the work would have continued better than he could 
hope to do it, had Mr. Nelder remained Secretary. 

Mr. R. E. L. PeENnALE seconded as one of the oldest, 
if not the oldest, member. Mr. Nelder had carried out his 
duties in a most excellent way. He had rendered the 
Division every aid and had shown a great deal of patience 
with the members. He would have been only too delighted 
if Mr. Nelder could have seen his way to continue for a 
considerable time, but under the circumstances, he had 
pleasure in seconding the motion. 

This was carried unanimously. 

Hon, Auditor.—Mr. Edwards was re-elected Hon. ‘Audi- 
tor on Mr. Bovertt’s proposal, seconded by the CHAIRMAN. 

Representatives to Council, N.V.M.A.—On the proposal 
of Mr. Masson, seconded by Mr. Fraser, the new Presi- 
dent, the Hon. Treasurer, and (ex-officio) the Hon. Secre- 
tary were elected representatives on the ‘“ National ”’ 
Council. 

Council.—The following were elected as the Council of 
the Western Counties Division:—The officers, Messrs. 
Edwards, J. M. L. Penhale, Norman and Masson. 

Paper.—Mr. Morton then read a_ paper entitled ‘‘A 
few Items in connection with Disease and Injury, con- 
sidered from the Standpoint of Jurisprudence.”’ 

[This paper is reproduced, together with the ensuing 
discussion, elsewhere in this issue of the Record.—Ep.} 

Mr. THORBURN proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. Motton for his interesting paper. Major Wricut, 
seconding, regretted that there had not been more dis- 
cussion. The motion was carried with acclamation. Mr. 


Perry invited members to attend a meeting of the Mid- 
West and South Wales Division at Bath on April 11th, 
when Mr. Stinson, of Appleby, would perform several 
operations. At the close of the meeting, Major Fyrth 
thanked members for having given him the opportunity 
of occupying the chair, and intimated that he had not 
missed a meeting. 

Major Wricut proposed a vote of thanks to Major Fyrth 
for his services during the year. Mr. Epwarps, seconding, 
also proposed thanks to the retiring Hon. Secretary. As 
Auditor, he knew something of Mr. Nelder’s work. Mr. 
Roperts seconded and observed that he was sorry that 
Mr. Nelder had given up the Secretaryship. Both motions 


were heartily carried. 
S. J. Morrox, Hon, Secretary. 


From Che Veterinarian, 


January, 1830. 


The Symptoms and Cure of Navicular 
Disease in the Feet of Horses. 


By Mr. James Turner, Veterinary Surgeon, Regent Street, 
London. 


(Read at the Veterinary Medical Society, December 4th, 
1829.) 
(Continued ‘from page 359.) 

Gentlemen, I fear you will think me prolix, especially 
as the object of this paper is the treatment of disease ; 
but I cannot forbear, since this is the precursor from 
which the foot is suffered still further to degenerate, often 
times for many months, before the most attentive observer 
thinks of consulting us (being unconscious of any disease 
existing), whereby our skill is frequently baffled in the 
treatment. of the other formidable malady, which sooner 
or laier supervenes. Moreover, the public have never been 
sufficiently warned of this antecedent disease by any writer 
on the foot; of course, I allude more particularly to the 
occult contraction, as connected with navicular lameness. 
The timely application of remedial measures for the 
prevention of lameness, would contribute more to the public 
weal than the discovery of an infallible cure for glanders ; 
of such frequent and daily occurrence is this chronic foot 
lameness. 

If the foregoing observations are well founded, it follows 
that the first indication of cure is the depression of the 
coffin bone, in order that that bone, together with the 
navicular, may resume its original and natural situation, as 
will be found on the inspection of a considerable number 
of colts’ feet, between the ages of three and four years, 
which approach much nearer the ground or base of the 
foot than is generally known. 

By way of illustrating and speaking generally, I will 
venture to assert that the nearer the heels of the coffin 
bone, by the conformation of the foot, reach the surface 
of the ground, the less likely is the navicular joint to 
become diseased, and vice versa. These instances are 
numerous in low heels and flat soles ; but when such weak, 
thin feet occasionally fail with navicular disease, the cause 
may be generally traced to a bruise from a stone. 

On this principle I account for the well-known fact of 
a certain description of active horses, possessing little 
or no pretensions to breeding, which appear exempt from 
contraction through life, resisting the constraint even of 
iron and nails. Their escape is owing to peculiar con- 
formation, not only of foot but of leg, possessing. large 
flexor tendons, likewise peculiarity of action, being all 
flexion with very little extension (going diametrically the 
reverse of the blood-horse), with their knees up, and flat 
upon their heels. In fact, they are for ever on_ their 
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Notes and News. 


The Editor will glad to receive items of professional interest fo 
inclusion in these columns. 


April 28th. —Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., 4.30 p.m., at 
2 Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, 
W.C.1. 

May _Ist.—Meeting of the Central Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Camden Town. 

May  8th.—Last day for receipt of nominations 
to Council, R.C.V.S. 

May 22nd.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers and An- 
nual Report issued. 

May 29th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers due to be 
returned. 

June ‘5th. —R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting, 
Royal College of Surgeons, 
Dublin. Followed by Annual 
General Meeting of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 
R.C.V.S. Annual Dinner. 

June 13th.—D.V.S.M. Written Examinations. 

June 16th.—D.V.S.M. Oral Examination com- 

mences. 

July = 2nd.—R.C.V.S. Quarterly Meetings. 

July 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Quarterly Meetings. 

July 4th.—R.C.V.S. Quarterly Meetings. 

July 7th.—R.C.V.S. Membership Examina- 

tion commences. 


AUGUST 4th to 9th.—lIlth INTERNATIONAL 
VETERINARY CONGRESS, CENTRAL 
HALL, WESTMINSTER. 


R.C.V.S. Obituary. 


Crass, Davip Roprert, Strichen, Aberdeen. Graduated 
Edinburgh, May 25th, 1910. Died April 11th, 1930, age 
42 vears. 


Army Veterinary Service. 


Lonpon OFFICE—REGULAR ARMY. 


Colonel A. Olver, C.B., late R.A.V.C., 
retires on retired pay (April 15th). 


H.M. Stationery Office Publications. 


The undermentioned have been published recently. Copies 
can be purchased through any bookseller, or directly from 
H.M. Stationery Office, at the following addresses :— 
London: Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28, 
Abingdon Street, S.W.1; Cardiff : 1,St. Andrew’s Crescent ; 
Manchester : York Street ; Edinburgh : 120, George Street. 


Price Post 

VETERINARY SERVICES, ARMY REGULATIONS, Net. Free. 
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flexors; and, therefore, I may almost say, never have 
navicular disease, except when it occurs from an accidental 
cause, such as a severe wrench from slipping the foot in 
a hole, or any other sudden violence. In all such cases 
contraction of the hoof is an effect. 

(To be continued.) 


In Parliament. 


In the House of Commons recently, the following ques- 
tions and answers have been recorded :— 


PsITTAcosIs, 


Mr. West Russe_t asked the Minister of Health the 
number of cases of psittacosis reported during the present 
year; the number of these which have been fatal; and 
whether he is satisfied that adequate steps have been taken 
to deal with this matter? 

Miss LawRENCE: Information has been received in the 
Ministry of Health of 80 cases of illness which commenced 
during the present year and in which the patients had 
been associated with sick parrots. Thirteen of these cases 
proved fatal. It is not possible for my right hon. Friend 
to say definitely how many of these persons were, in fact, 
suffering from psittacosis, but in nine of the fatal cases 
psittacosis appeared on the death certificate as a cause of 
death. The answer to the last part of the question is in 
the affirmative. 


ANIMAL (RESEARCH). 


Sir B. Eyres Monsecy asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he has yet come to any decision as to the develop- 
ment of research into the causes of animal diseases, parti- 
cularly swine fever? 

Mr. N. Buxton: Proposals are still under consideration. 
As soon as I am able to make an announcement on the 
subject I will do so. 


SHEEP Diseases (RESEARCH GRANT). 


Mr. RosrorHamM asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether the advisory committee on agricultural science 
has yet reported upon the application from Wye College 
for a special research grant to enable investigations to be 
conducted into “* struck ’’ and gangrene diseases of sheep 


“on Romney Marsh? 


Dr. Apptson: Yes, Sir. On the recommendation of the 
Committee, the Treasury has authorised a special research 
grant of £300 for the six months ending September 30th 
next. Grants such as these are made from year to year 
beginning on October Ist, and the college has been invited 
to apply for the renewal of the grant from October Ist 
next. 


Horses (Export). 


Sir R. Gower asked the Minister of Agriculture the 
number of horses exported from this country to European 
ports for butchery purposes since March Ist last; at what 
abattoirs such horses were slaughtered; and by what 
method ? 

Dr. Apptison: According to the information furnished 
to the Ministry’s inspectors at the time of shipment, the 
number of horses exported from this country to European 
ports for slaughter from March Ist to 31st last (the latest 
date for which information is available) was 262. All 
these were shipped to Rotterdam were presumably 
slaughtered with the humane killer in accordance with the 
law in force in Holland. My right hon. Friend has no 
information as to the abattoirs at which these horses 
were slaughtered. 


CaTTLE BREEDING. 


Rear-Admiral Bramtsu asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he intends to prohibit, by legislation or otherwise, 
the use of bulls that are not registered; and whether he 
has received representations advocating this method of 
insuring a better quality of young cattle? 

Dr. Apptson: My right. hon. Friend has received re- 
presentations as to the benefit that would accrue to the 
cattle breeding industry if the use of unsuitable bulls were 
prohibited. The question of introducing legislation on the 
subject is under consideration. 
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Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


A Veterinary Retrospect for 1929. 


To tHe Epiror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—I should be glad if you will allow me to make a few 
corrections and comments on the article which appeared 
under the above title in your issue of April 12th. 

An item is shewn as ‘‘ Maintenance of Advisory Centres, 
£61,888.’’ As the Retrospect is veterinary, it may be 
misleading to many ih the profession not to point out how 
much of the £61,888 is for veterinary advisory work. There 
were, in 1929, less than half-a-dozen veterinary advisers. 
The grant for veterinary advisory work to my Department 
of Liverpool University was close on £1,000 which will 
give the profession an idea of the total sum for all centres 
The sum of £61,888 embraces advisory work in other 
subjects, such as agricultural economics, chemistry, etc., 
ete. 

Under ‘ Gifts to Research from private sources ’’ it 
would appear as though newspaper reports had been too 
much relied upon. There is in Liverpool no such person as 
‘William Prescott, Professor in the Department of 
Veterinary Pathology.’ There is, however, a ‘* William 
Prescott Chair of the Care of Animals—Causation and 
Prevention of Disease ’’ and it is customary in the Uni- 
versity to speak of the holder as the ‘‘ William Prescott 
Professor.”’ 

It might be pointed out that the gifts referred to as 
totalling £10,000 were made to the holder of the ‘‘ William 
Prescott Chair ” and that, although they are gifts to a 


Department of the University, they are just as much 
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gifts to a veterinary college as the smaller sums of £350 
und £250 referred to in the preceding paragraph of the 
Retrospect. The total of £10,000 is, I believe, the largest 
total in private gifts fer research ever received by a 
British veterinary institution in one year. 

The anonymous gift’ to the A.D.R.A. is not, | 
understand, a gift of capital, but merely an annual gift 
of interest to an amount of £500. 

During 1929 not only was the veterinary hospital of the 
University of Liverpool opened, as stated in the Retrospect, 
but the Department of Veterinary Pathology came into 
occupation of its permanent premises, where, there are over 
a dozen rooms, including practical teaching and research 
laboratories, with animal accommodation in addition, and 
much valuable cquipment. 

Under ‘* Liver Fluke Treatment ’’ it appears to me it 
would be wiser to have sounded a note of warning to 
practitioners that they may have losses following the 
administration of carbon tetrachloride. 

Yours faithfully 
S. H. Gaicer. 


University of Liverpool. 


Mr. Clement Elphick, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, writes to 
to state that in the ease of failure to notify 
tuberculosis reported in our last issue (page 361) the 
Haughton mentioned is Haughton-le-Skerne in County 
Durham, the case having nothing to do with Northumber- 
land. In its published form the information given (as 
suppliel to us) is misleading and, as Mr. Elphick points 
out, is liable to cause concern to those whose business 
it is to control notifiable diseases in the County of 
Northumberland. 


vole ous 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :— 
Communications from Miss D. Knight (Reading), and 
Colonel G. K. Walker (Abingdon). 


Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1927. 
SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. and-Mouth (including Parasitic Sheep Swine 
Disease. Farcy).§f Mange.§ Scab. Fever. 
Animals | Out- 
slaugh-, breaks 
Out- Out- tered as | Out- reported Out- Out- Swine 
Period. breaks Animals] breaks diseased | breaks | Animals] by the Animals] breaks | breaks | slaugh- 
con- | attacked con- or ex- con- attacked] Local attacked.} con- con- tered. 
firmed. | firmed. | posed to | firmed. | Authori- firmed. | firmed. 
infection. ties. 
No. No. No. No No. No No. No. No No. No. | 
Period 1 to 15 
April, 1930 16 17 _— _— —_ — 10 17 2 124 46 
Corresponding 
period in— 
1929... 19 24 6 16 9 77 32 
1928... 38 39 3 237 —- | — 11 18 9 79 33 
ae 27 31 2 255 —_- | — 15 25 12 62 11 
Total 1 Jan.to | 
15 April, 1930 146 153 _— — _- |; =- 108 165 230 768 298 
esponding 
iod in— | 
1929... 142 161 20 1,804 — — 113 223 277 391 165 
1928... 202 224 90 7,573 151 336 252 490 223 
161 206 23 2,172 171 280 293 379 146 


+ Including outbreaks in recently imported animals. 


§ Excluding outkreaks in Army Horses. 


| 
Note.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


